
 

 

 
 
        September 29, 2011 
 
 
Cami Anderson, State District Superintendent 
Newark Public Schools 
2 Cedar St. 
Newark, NJ 07102 
 
Christopher Cerf, Acting Commissioner 
New Jersey Department of Education 
100 River View Plaza 
P.O. Box 500 
Trenton, NJ 08625 
 
Marc D. Larkins, CEO 
New Jersey Schools Development Authority 
P.O. Box 991 
Trenton, NJ 08625-0991 
 
        Re:  Wilson Ave. School 
        Newark, New Jersey 
 
Dear Superintendent Anderson, Acting Commissioner Cerf, and CEO 
Larkins: 
 

The Wilson Avenue School Parent Action Committee has 
requested Education Law Center (ELC) to assist in addressing 
numerous problems arising from the emergency displacement of 
their children from that Newark public school at the start of 
the 2011-12 school year.  As you know, ELC works to ensure State 
compliance with the Abbott v. Burke school facilities mandates 
for students in “SDA districts,” which includes the displaced 
Wilson students.  

 
We write to raise our concern that the Parent Action 

Committee has not yet received a substantive response to the 
issues detailed in its letter of September 23, 2011 to 
Superintendent Anderson and Commissioner Cerf. 

 
There is no dispute that "[t]he State's constitutional 

educational obligation includes the provision of adequate school 
facilities," Abbott v. Burke, 153 N.J. 480, 519-520 (1998), nor 
that the State is required to prioritize projects affecting the 
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health and safety of students, N.J.S.A. 18A:7G-5(m)(2) and (3).  
As you are no doubt aware, the Wilson Avenue School is one that 
has faced recurring safety and health issues over the past few 
years, from the benzene that required its students' removal in 
2010, to the current severe mold problem. 

 
We are requesting that your agencies confirm that the 

Wilson Avenue School has received approval from the Department 
of Education as an emergency school facilities project in 
accordance with N.J.A.C. 6A:26-3.16, and that you immediately 
release information to the community regarding the extent and 
cost of the repairs that will be undertaken, as well as the 
status of advancing the emergency project to prompt construction 
and completion by the Schools Development Authority.  Further, 
please advise us promptly whether and when representatives of 
your agencies will meet with the Wilson Avenue Parent Action 
Committee to address the issues raised in the Committee's letter 
of September 23rd. 

 
Thank you for your prompt attention to this urgent matter. 
 

        Sincerely, 

         
        David G. Sciarra, Esq. 
        Executive Director 
 
 
Via fax and regular mail 
 
cc:  Assemblyman Albert Coutinho 
 Senator Theresa Ruiz 
 Senator Ronald Rice 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


